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to that of the other States of Europe." Beyond
that France is out of bounds, and the Republic,
once become aggressive, is vowed to a military
government. It is with this reserve thought,
latent somehow in the " Reflections " of the
year III, that one must read the work, and
that one must interpret everything, conse-
quently, that Madame de Stael wrote on the
conditions of peace between France and Eu-
rope, on the conquests of the Empire, on
the independence of the people, and finally,
on Germany.

The "Reflections" of 1794 facilitated her
return to Paris. She went there in May, 1795;
there she met M. de Stael re-established in his
position as ambassador. The hotel in the rue
du Bac was reopened, and Madame de Stael
endeavored to reassemble her salon with the
remains of society still afloat in Paris. " It
was truly a strange spectacle. . . . One might
see, every tenth day, all the elements of the
old regime and the new, gathered together at
these entertainments, but not reconciled. The
elegant manners of the well-bred were appar-
ent above the humble costume they still wore,
as in the time of the Terror. The men con-
verted from the Jacobin party entered for the
first time the society of the fine world, and
their pride was more sensitive regarding their